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Blitzkrieg “HOW TO” Tutorial

Much has been written and contributed over the years
concerning the modification of Blitzkrieg units or models.
The goal of this tutorial is to serve as a guide to access
the various files that are used by the game. | will attempt
to show you ways that will allow you to manipulate the
game folders and files and simplify the methods used to
modify the skin files, or command functions that define
each object.

While this will not be the final authority, it is intended to
help you gain the very basic knowledge to help you
become familiar with the files and overcome the fear of
the unknown.

If you learn anything from this Tutorial, then the mission has been successful.
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DESCRIPTION AND FUNCTION OF GAME FILES

Blitzkrieg uses various files which define every aspect of the game. This includes the unit models,
flora/trees, landscape, buildings and more. The function of each file type is pretty straight forward.

.pak files / These files contain the various object/unit/model files. The .pak extension is in reality a zip
file. This type file can be easily extracted, unpacked, and repacked. The use of this file allows the Game
to take advantage of the compressed file structure, which saves disk space.

xml files / Each OBJECT has a file named 1.xml. This file can be edited easily in any text editor, but the
file structure must be obeyed for it to perform correctly. This file stores the OBJECT parameters which
define the Hit points, sight, speed, and other attributes, as well as the type weapons/guns used by the
OBJECT (if any). It also defines armor characteristics and other vital data that are unique to a specific
OBJECT. Every OBJECT (model, unit, etc) requires a 1.xml file.

.mod files / This file is the particular OBJECT such as a tank or truck. Most OBJECTS are comprised of
many pieces which are nothing more than a 3d polygon model. But it is not that simple. This tutorial will
not explore this file type in depth, due to the complexity of the subject. It is enough to state that the
software and hardware requirements in terms of cost will prevent most gamers from acquiring the
capability to modify this file type. You will see these files listed as 1.mod, 2.mod, and 3.mod. Each of
these serves a different function pertaining to the OBJECT. There will be continued discussion later on
these functions.

.dds files / This file is the actual skin or map that is specific to each OBJECT 1.mod file. This type file
can be modified by Photoshop or any graphic software program that has the required plug-in file.

.txt files / This type file is used to by the game to describe the OBJECT within the game to the player.
The name.txt is a simple file that provides the OBJECTS name. The description.txt is a file that describes
the OBJECTS specifications, history, or particulars about the OBJECT.

.tga files / A picture of the OBJECT that is used by the game for various purposes, including the map
editor and resource editor.

The combinations of these files define each and every part of the game. This Tutorial will attempt to
teach you how to modify and manipulate these files, with the exception of the 1.mod files which is beyond
the scope of this Tutorial.




Before you Start...

Before we get started, there are some important programs that we will need. The use of these programs
will help you with the very tedious tasks of file handling, copy, moving, deleting, and so on. It is assumed
that you will be using some version of Microsoft Windows.

Quick Note: | use Windows XP Pro. You may use a different operating system. It is vital that you
can run the game in your operating system before you attempt to modify the files. Blitzkrieg will
run in variety of operating systems.

FILE MANAGEMENT: One of the most important Windows files that | find handy is a program called
Explorer. This is a file program and should not be confused with Internet Explorer. Some of you may
use My Computer, but for what Explorer can do, | find it more useful for locating and manipulating files.
It is named explorer.exe within the Windows Directory. After you locate the file, <right click> on it with
your mouse, and then select Send to > Desktop (create shortcut). Go to your desktop and confirm that
you do have this shortcut. <Right click> on the icon and Rename to Windows Explorer or to a name of
your choosing as long as you can identify it when you need it.

TEXT/XML EDITORS: You will need a text editor so you can modify the 1.xml files and text files. | use
WORDPAD. You can usually locate WORDPAD in START > ALL Programs > Accessories on your
desktop menu. | recommend making a copy on your desktop. After you locate the file, <right click> on it
with your mouse, and then select Send to > Desktop (create shortcut). You can rename if you wish.

Microsoft also has a very good xml editor available, XML NOTEPAD, available at:
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=72d6aa49-787d-4118-ba5f-4f30fe913628&displaylang=en

ZIP/RAR UTILITIES: In order to modify the .pak files you must have a fully functional version of a ZIP
program. | use WINRAR, WINZIP and ZIPMAGIC, but just about any will work. There are many
shareware versions of ZIP available on the internet. Some have time limits, so do not. If you are using a
late version of XP or XP Pro, you likely already have a Zip Utility Program.

From time to time you may encounter .RAR files. You will need a .RAR extraction program. WINRAR
works fine for this: http://www.rarlab.com/

The following site has ZIP/RAR Utility Programs available for review and download.
http://www.bestfreewaredownload.com/freeware/t-free-7-zip-freeware-wrinehvb.html

IMAGE SOFTWARE: If you plan to modify OBJECT skins, you will need a graphics program like
Photoshop. | personally prefer GIMP (version 2.2.13). It is freeware and available on-line. You will also
need the GTK runtime environment and the .dds plug-in in order to access and modify .dds files. GIMP is
available for download at: http://gimp-win.sourceforge.net/stable.html.

IMAGE VIEWERS: Another program that you will find useful is the TANKS VIEWER v0.2d by Pesmontis.
This program allows you to View the game 1.mod (3d objects) with their .dds (skin file). It can be
downloaded at: http://tatocinebase.star-fleet.org/

A very good IMAGE file that will allow you to view the .dds files in EXPLORER Thumbnail View is DDS
VIEWER. It is available at: http://download.nvidia.com/developer/NVTextureSuite/DDS_viewer.exe

Another Viewer that allows Explorer to display .tga files in Thumbnail View is THUMBPLUG TGA,
available at: http://lwww.greggman.com/downloads/thumbplug tga1.10.exe
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| truly recommend that if you plan on doing a lot of BK modifications; keep all of the programs that you will
use together on your desktop. This will make them much quicker to locate. And remember, you may be
limited by your machine speed, RAM memory, Hard Drive capacity, and operating system, as to how
many files you can keep open and work on at one time. You must get in the habit of saving very often
since there is nothing so frustrating than losing an hour or two of work if a crash should occur.

As time goes on and you become comfortable with the BK files, other tools and program can be used to
further your skills and capabilities.

NOTE: To simplify the terms that may be used within this document, the use of Object, unit, and model all refer to the same
thing. A tank is a unit, and a unit is an object. Other objects can be trees, buildings, soldiers, rocks, terrain landscape, roads,
fences; the list applies to about everything in the game. | will mostly use the term “unit” when discussing things like tanks and
trucks and “objects” when discussing terrain and buildings. But you should not become confused if you see a reference within a
discussion when any of the terms could apply.



PART 1

.PAK FILES - The Primary Game Files

The game depends on the .pak file for everything from instructions to missions, and maps to objects.

VERY IMPORTANT: Before beginning to modify any game file, you must make a backup copy of the file that is to be
modified. In the event that you make a mistake, you will have the original file intact that can be replaced. Never use the
original file for modification. Only use a copy. Sometimes things can happen during the file copy process. Better be

safe than sorry.

Where to locate the .paks

Everyone has a file directory, and everyone’s directory is different.

The directory pictures that are

displayed in this tutorial will be very different than yours. But the game structure will be nearly identical in
all respects. If they were not the same, the game would not run properly.
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Look at the Explorer File Picture above. On the left, the folders show the Folders tree. You should
become very familiar with where your Blitzkrieg files are located. Using Explorer, you should be able to

find the Blitzkrieg Folder. _

If you have trouble
finding the Blitzkrieg
folder, you may be able
to locate the folder by
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When the Properties Menu comes up, look at the Target:

Start In: box.

You may have to click in the box and scroll to see the entire address,
but this is the part of your directory that the Blitzkreig Folder is
located. Write this information down.
If you do erase the contents, click on Cancel

contents of the box.
and exit.

Now go back to either Explorer or My Computer and you should be
able to Navigate to the Blitzkreig Folder. Once you have located the
Game folder, you may choose to make a shortcut on the Desktop,
but this is not necessary if you can find it again easily.

Important: Do not move any original game file from the original locations.
Depending on the file, you could cause the game to crash if expected or
required files cannot be located by the game engine.

Now we are ready to find the .paks. They are located in the Blitzkrieg \ Run \ Data Folder.
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Name | size | Type | Date moditied
additional updste 2 0.pak 960 KB PAK File 10M 452004 8:50 AM
=] AddressBook xml 1 KB WWL Document 9212004 715 PM
Antholocy BH-RT Texture Patch.pak 7,083 KB PAK Fil S TI2007 5:43 AM
AP AT Minespak 14 KB PAK Fil /502008 305 AM

BH text endlizh pek 1,060 KB PAK File 100 452004 12:05 Ak
BH unit icons pak 5612KB  PAK File Q2772004 716 PM
BH unitz names endlish.pak 93 KB PAK File 1001 352004 11:55 PR
credits pak 4 KB PAK File 10/ 442004 1:03 PM
data pak 173383 KB PLKFile 10/872004 5:50 LM
|_ﬂ objects ook 553 KB GDB File 1M 272009 3:20 AM
=] ohiectz.xml 1,047 KB XML Document 1M 272009 316 Aw
Passable WWwater zip 4 KB WINRAR ZIP archive 12772008 7:41 AM
RT 040526 englizh loca 1 02.pak 303 KB PAKFile 101 342004 532 PM
BT balanced silhouettes pak 989 KB PAK File 100272004 6:02 PM
BT dstapak 654958 KB PAK File 100572004 9:40 PR
BT maps psk TOE2 KB  PAK File 10M 142004 917 PM
T szenarioz.pak OB PAK File 1001172004 9:42 PM
BT unitz pak 73393 KB PAK File 93072004 9:36 PM
RT update 1 3.pak 5727 KB PAKFile 10M 142004 11:59 Akl
SP_menue pak 4 KB PAK Fil 100572004 12:58 PM
tex high sk 364 565 KB PAK File 52972004 7:45 PM
tex low sk 144 369 KB PAK File 52972004 7:41 PM
texture.gak 96,334 KB PAK File 8/2972004 7:57 PM

Ul patch pak 753 KB PAKFile 1/2272006 8:55 PM
updste 1 3pak 8727KB  PAK File 101142004 11:59 A

Here is an example of my Blitzkrieg Directory Files, which displays the .pak files.

Every .pak file has a specific purpose. The primary .pak file is the one named [ data.pak ]. Look at the
SIZE of the file, 173,383 KB; (yours may be slightly different). As mentioned previously, a .pak file is
nothing more than a file than has been compressed, a ZIP file. The data.pak file contains the files that
pertain to the game OBJECTS (1.mod), the OBJECT Parameters data (1.xml) and the icon.tga which is
the picture file used by the map editor that displays the OBJECT. But it also contains other files for things

like buildings, missions and maps.

At this point | recommend creating a safe work area where we can work on these files. In this Safe Area,
we can copy the original files so we can have files that we can modify and work with.

It does not matter where you put this safe work area, except it cannot exist in the run or data folder of

your Blitzkrieg Folder.
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| prefer to create my folder in an area of it's own. |

g Folders =

created a folder called Blitz, and then created a sub folder (@ Deskt
called Blitz Orig. Then to make certain that | keep the ,ES oF =

. =1 |} My Documents
proper directory structure, | created a Run subfolder ) Bitz

. . +
under Blitz Orig, then a Data folder under Run. Refer to
the picture below. The data folder is where we will build ) Btz Files
our new files. = ) GAMES

=1 ) Biitz

By locating the safe area close to the Blitkrieg Folder, you [C5) Blitzkrieg Burning Horizon
can copy and paste files without having to change the [ Blitzkrieg Roling Thunder

view of the Explorer. This will be important as we begin to
build our work files.

I might mention that if you have a slower or older
machine, some of the copy/paste functions may take a
while to perform.

Another thing that you should make sure of is that you have enough hard drive space to create the work
files. In order to truly work on these files, you will need a very large area of the hard drive that you can
commit to this project. Once these files are un-zipped, they will occupy more disk space than when they
are compressed or zipped. Keep in mind, you are working on copies. When you make a copy, that file
alone, still zipped, is taking twice as much space.

Think about this for a moment; the data.pak file is 173.3 mb and we are going to copy it to make a work
copy. Now we are dedicating almost 350 mb to these files alone. Then we will un-zip or extract one of
those copies. So if you have very limited drive space, you should consider freeing some space up, or add
another hard drive that you can use for this project. If you have been around computers for very long,
you will remember when 350 mb was much larger than most hard drives.

If you are comfortable with your drive space requirements, we can proceed.

Go to the original data.pak, <right click> on the file and select Copy. Then switch to the work area data
folder, and Paste the data.pak file. It should appear under the data folder, and remember, on slower
machines it can take a minute.

Now <right click> on data.pak and select Rename. Carefully Replace [ pak ] with [ zip ]. Then press
Enter. Now your data.pak file should be named data.zip. Sometimes, you will receive an Alert Box
asking if you really want to perform this function. Click Yes. Your directory should look similar to the
picture below.

Faolders * | Mame = Size I Type I Diate Modified
(B} Desttop =] data Tip 173,383 KB WinRAR ZIP archive 1062004 §:50 A
B (L) My Documents
= | Bitz
= [Z) BK Orig
= () Rum
() Data

When you are satisfied that you have the data.zip file and the safe work area the way you want it, we can
proceed to extracting or unpacking the data.zip file.



UNPACKING/UNZIPPING/EXTRACTING data.zip

The Title of this section says it all. We are going to extract, explode, unzip, unpack, expand the data.zip

These terms basically all mean the same thing.

If this is the first time you have worked with a zip file, don’t worry... remember, we are working with a copy
of data.pak. There is absolutely no way you can render your Blitzkrieg game to certain death, if you have

done everything correctly up to this point.

Take a deep breath, let it out slow and cross your fingers. This will not have any effect on the following
operation, but it may help you relax. If this does not work, oh well, back to square one, right?

So here we go. <Right Click> on data.zip.

If your ZIP program has been installed properly,
you should be able to select EXTRACT HERE,
as shown in the picture to the right. If you have
this choice, click on EXTRACT HERE now. If
this worked, skip down to Result.

If you do not have this choice, | recommend
that you go back and reload your ZIP Program.
You will need this to work right in the future.

But if you are in a hurry, and exceptionally
brave, you can ‘set’ the Zip program by
selecting OPEN WITH >. You will given a
menu where you can select the program you
wish to use to open data.zip. In this case you
must select your Zip Program.

Now you will have to Navigate in the ZIP
program to the correct folder, then extract or
unzip data.zip.
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And for the RESULT, you will find this, or something very close depending on the data.pak version.
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I might add  that
procedure will take a little
time and will depend on
the speed of your
machine.

You now have the game
file structure where you
can begin to make
modifications. If you look
at the folders, you will
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|2 Editor
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() Fonts
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[0 Maps
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really modify right now is
the 1.xml, which defines
the OBJECTS specific
parameters.
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12 Cruizer_MKMI_Cromwell_GB
|2 Humber_MK1_GB

5 Intartry_hkI_Mstilds_GB
1) Infantry_MKII_\ alentine _GB
12 Infantry_MKIY _Churchil_GB
|2 M3 _General_Stuart_USA
|2 M3 _Grant_GB

LX

e

i
EA

icon h.dds

Most of the OBJECT files contain three files:

¢ 1.mod, which is the 3d OBJECT
¢ 1.xml, which is the file that defines the OBJECT parameters
e icon.tga, which is the picture that the Game Editor uses to display the OBJECT in selection mode

xml files / Each unit/model has a file named 1.xml. This file can be edited easily in any text editor, but structure must be
obeyed for it to perform correctly. This file stores the unit/model parameters which define the Hit points, sight, speed,
and other attributes, as well as the type weapons/guns used by the model (if any). It also defines armor characteristics
and other vital data that are unique to a specific model. Every object (model, unit, etc) requires a 1.xml file.

-10 -



FOR XP / XP-PRO USERS

If you do not have XP or XP pro, this information will not be of any value to you.

The XP/XP Pro Operating System has an integrated ZIP utility program called Compressed (ZIPPED)
Folder. It has the capability to extract and compress .PAK Files. You must ‘associate’ .pak files to
Compressed (ZIPPED) Folder in EXPLORER.

GO TO EXPLORER, CLICK ON [ TOOLS ] ON THE MENU AT THE TOP / SELECT [ FOLDERS
OPTIONS ]

File Edit ‘Wiew Fawarites | Tools  Help
- 1 Map Metwork Drive. .. | =
Back - - [#} Folder Sync

G \—/I ‘iT‘ # Disconnect Mekwark Drive. .. Lt Y

Address Synchronize, ..

Folders Fold Mame -

= ) bata [ S0
=) africa G Edltor
|2) Bridges G Effects
) Buildings G loas
) Cursor G naps

— e e [aMoODE

Click on [ File Types ] then Click on New. Type “pak” in the File Extension box. Click [Advanced ].
Scroll down and Select Compressed (ZIPPED) Folders.

- [ . 2
General | View  File Types | Offiine Files | 2]

Registered file types:

E stensions . .
B Azzociated File Type:
; - [ = =
- (NOME] - Drive Computer Management 1.0 Object
() IMOMNE) DvD CanServersT able Class
[ [NOME] File Folder Eon;ig Class St =
onfiguration Settings
|23 MOME]  Folder IChWOME]  Folder ConfiguieRobaDlg Class
@ [MOME] Help and Support Center prakocol |ﬂ [NONE] Help and 1 -onmection Class
| MOMEY Internet Shorksot j # | MOMF1 Intermet S]Connection Manager Profile
ConzolePower Clazsz
Mew | Delete | Constructor for Scriptlet A5F Handler

r— Detailzs for ‘BudicCD" file type
Opens with:

Change... |

To change zettings that affect all ‘audioCD files, click Advanced.

Advanced |

File Extension:

Ipak

i~ Details for AudioCD' fild
Opens with:

To change zettings tha

Apply

o ]

Cahicel |

Now you should be able to extract/unzip/unpack .pak files by Selecting the .pak file, <right click> and

Select EXTRACT HERE.

Constructar for Scriptlet Autonmation Hane
Congtructor for Scoriptlet Behavior Handle
Constructar for Scriptlet Event Handler
Constructor that allows hosts better contr
Contact Selector

Control Fanel extension

ContralUpdate Class

Contruction &ctivator Class

Convalution

CoPNGFilter Class

Cor [E Security Manaager, CorlE S ecuritybd
Cor MIME Filter, CorFltr, CorFltr 1

Cor Remote Loader, CorLoad, CorLoad 1
CoSniffStream Class

CaowerE dChl Contral

Cow/MFFilter Class
CPartitionContextbdenu Clazs

|

[l TR Y BT J o P

Note: Compressed (ZIPPED) Folders is not a full function Zip program, but it will work fine for your purposes in BK.
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UNPACKING/UNZIPPING/EXTRACTING tex_high.zip

Our work is just beginning.

Go to the original tex_high.pak, <right click> on the file and select Copy. Then switch to the work area
data folder, and Paste the tex_high.pak file. It should appear under the data folder, and remember, on
slower machines it can take a minute.

Now <right click> on tex_high.pak and select Rename. Carefully Replace [ pak ] with [ zip ]. Then
press Enter. Now your tex_high.pak file should be named tex_high.zip. Remember, you may receive
an Alert Box asking if you really want to perform this function. Click Yes.

If you have not yet properly installed your ZIP program, you should again think about doing it now.

You will perform the same procedure as you did previously for the data.zip file. If your ZIP program has
been installed properly, you should be able to <right click> on tex_high.zip then select EXTRACT HERE.

As you watch the progress of the unpacking, you may not notice any change to the file directory. But
when it has finished, go back to the same objects folder that you previously open after we unpacked
data.zip, and look at what changed. It should look smililar to this:

=l ) Data |
) africa
| Bridges
|Z) Buildings
| Cursor
| Editor
) Effects
) Fences
|) Forts
) leons
) Map=
) Medals
) Maovies
| Ohjects
|) Scenarios
) Sounds
I2) Terrain
) Textes
o
[=1 ) Units
|2 Humans
B2 Technics jcon512 h.dds icontaa icon_h.dds
= ) Allies
120 Artillery
I Auto
1) Awiatian
) sPo
= ) Tanks
) TTP_Palizh
|2 Cruiser_MKYI_Crusader_GB
120 Cruiser _MRENI_Cromeneel_GB
|2) Humber_MK1_GB
|2 Infantry _MKI_Matilda_GB
|2 Infantry_bKIIl_Yalentine_GB
12 Infantry bkl _Churchill _GB
|2 M3_General_Stuart_USA
[C3) M3_Grant_GB

2a hdds

) MaaS_FEW_General_Sherman_USA
|2 Maa3_General_Sherman_LISA
1) MS_General_Stuart_USA

See the difference? You have just merged the available skins for each OBJECT file to the folders.
Remember, these are the .dds files.

.dds files / This file is the actual skin or map that is specific to each mod file. This type file can be modified by
Photoshop or any graphic software program that has the required plug-in file.
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We can still add some other files. |
recommend that you locate the name.txt
and the description.txt files. The name
of the .pak file that contains the text files
will depend on which version of BK you
have. In this case, Rolling Thunder, | will
use BH_text_english.pak.

» [ X

| will follow the same procedure as | did
for data.pak and tex_high.pak. Copy the
original BH_text_english.pak, paste it to
the new folder.

Rename BH_text_english.pak to
BH_text_english.zip.

Then unpack by <right click> then Select
EXTRACT HERE.

Again, you may not see any changes to
the directory as the file unpacks. But now
the text files have been added to each
object file. You can verify this to be sure
that you accomplished the desire effect.
You should now see: 1.mod, 1.xml,
icon.tga, the .dds skin files, name.txt
and description.txt. L

icon h.dds

icon512 h.dds

name txt

Now that you have a firm grasp on how to convert .pak files to .zip files, unpack the zip files and merge
the contents of several files together, you can begin to fill in some of the other files that you may need.
There may be updatexxx.pak files that include skins (.dds) or updated 1.xml files that are newer than
what you have already unpacked and merged. The game engine will always use the file or folder with the

most recent date, so it is important that you find these.

Whenever you begin to merge the files, if a newer file is
encountered by EXPLORER, it will stop and prompt
you for a decision. Since you know the latest version is
the updated or newer file, you will also know that this
file is the one that was used by the game engine in your
game. If you are satisifed, with that selection, click
Yes. There are times that you may feel that this will
need further investigation. In that case, select No. Be
sure to write down the folder and file so you can go
back and check it in the .pak file. You can always pull it
out later if you need it.

Confirm File Replace

i/‘ This folder already contains a file named ‘1.xml',

‘wiould you like to replace the existing file

6,52 KB
modified: Tuesday, January 20, 2009, 5:06:29 AM

e

with this one?
@ 6.E2KE
= modfied: Wednesday, December 31, 2008, 4:49:00 PM

Yes to Al Mo Canicel

=
o
n

You should spend some time reviewing all of the original .pak files in the game \ run \ data folder so you

can make sure you have everything you need.
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PACKING/ZIPPING FOLDERS

Quickly I will discuss re-packing folders. Much like the .pak files that you extracted, you can reverse the
steps to zip or pack files and then convert it into a .pak file.. | have found it useful to have all of the
specific files for certain OBJECTS contained in one single .pak file.

The first thing you may think of is how large that file would be, and you would be right to have a concern.
| try to rebuild my .pak files with similar types of objects, such as buildings.pak, allies_units.pak,
german_units.pak, etc. This gives you the benefit of having all of the similar type objects in one .pak,
that includes all of the specific files that each object will need. This becomes very important if you ever
need the source files to make a change. When you get comfortable manipulating the .pak files and
folders, you can arrange them any way you wish. You must make certain that they adhere to the file
folder format that you have already seen, but you can now see the possibilites.

x

B [ Data ;I ”j Humanz ”j Technics ”j WEARONE
= ohE

= I3 Humans
3 Alies
|2 German
) Cther
5 USSR

= 1) Technics
) Alies
|5) Common
|2 German
(3 UssR
) weapons

|2 WWeapons

Above is an example of creating a new .pak file. If you wish to build a UNITS.pak file, you should create
a new folder and place a copy of all of the OBJECTS (units) in the folder. In the picture above, it shows
the UNITS folder under the data folder. Create a new folder named UNITS then copy the Units folder to
it.

Then all you have to do is use your zip program to zip or pack it. Once that has been completed, you can
rename it to UNITS.pak. Then copy the UNITS.pak to your game Data Folder and the game should read
the file.

If the UNITS.pak contains new objects, you will need to make certain that these items are indexed
properly in the objects.xml file.

About objects.xml and modobjects.xml

These files a very important to the game. Everything that the game uses is indexed in the objects.xml.
Each item/object is listed by its name and path. The path is the physical location of the object within the
file structure. This is how the game engine knows how to find the object. If an item has been indexed
incorrectly, the item cannot be used, and may cause a crash, depending on the situation. Usually, new
items or mods use a modobjects.xml to index the new items, so that the original objects.xml does not
need modification. But you may structure your objects.xml any way you wish, as long as you observe
proper file structure.

This will be covered in more detail in a later section if you think you missed something.
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THE GAME FILE STRUCTURE

As mentioned previously, everything that is used by the BK Game Engine, the map Editor, or the
Resource Editor is an object of some type; the units, terrain, flora, buildings, etc. It takes many types of
files to define each object; what it is, what it does, how it behaves, its appearance, etc.

One thing that you should remember is when you modify an object, you should never modify the original.
Only modify a copy. If you modify an object, it is quite easy to test it before you pack or .pak it.

One of the misconceptions about the File Structure is that everything must be contained within a .pak file
before the game can use it. That is FALSE. What is TRUE is that the object must adhere to the proper
file structure rules. If you modify a Tank, if the modified tank is not put into the correct location of the file
structure, the game will not use the modified file (tank). So placement of the file is very important.

When | test a new or modify an object, | don’t pack it inside of a .pak file. If it doesn’t work the way | want
it to, 1 will spend more time packing and unpacking the .pak file than | will performing modifications. So

you should adopt the same method.

So how do | get my OBJECT into the Game?

Go to your BK Game Folder. You will see the Data folder within the Run folder. In some versions of BK,
you might see Scenarios, Weapons or other folders under the Data folder. Any folder under the Data
folder usually contains files or data that the game uses.

You can place any Game File or Object File within the Data Folder and use it within the game, but it must
adhere to the proper Game File Structure. So if you create a new Folder named Units in the Data folder,
you can place modified Units into that folder and the Game will use your modified files rather than the
original files.

Example: | want to modify the existing MAA3_General_Sherman_USA by changing the
summer skin. Once | have modified the skin the way | want it, then | can easily add it to
the game.

Go to the Game Folder. <Left Click> on the Data Folder.
If you don’t see a Unit Folder within the Data Folder create one. <Left Click> on File on
the Menu Bar, <Left Click> on NEW, <Left Click> on Folder. A new folder is created;

name it UNITS.

<Left Click> on the UNITS Folder, <Left Click> on File on the Menu Bar, <Left Click> on
NEW, <Left Click> on Folder. A new folder is created; name it TECHNICS.

<Left Click> on the TECHNICS Folder, <Left Click> on File on the Menu Bar, <Left Click>
on NEW, <Left Click> on Folder. A new folder is created; name it ALLIES.

<Left Click> on the ALLIES Folder, <Left Click> on File on the Menu Bar, <Left Click> on
NEW, <Left Click> on Folder. A new folder is created; name it TANKS.
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Now you can go to your modified M4A3_General_Sherman_USA folder and copy the
entire folder to the Game\Data\Units\Technics\Allies\Tanks folder. Since this is just a
modified file, you do not need to change the objects.xml. The game will now use the new
skin file.

x
»

Folders
= ) GAMES N
= ) Bitz
[# | ) Blitzkrieg Burning Horizon
= | Blitzkrieg Rolling Thunder
) Misc
= 3 Run
B ) data
[# () Buildings —= — = = — n SE——
B () Editor
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() logs
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# () particles
[# [2) Scenarios
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28 objects

You can add any folder to the Data folder, as long as you observe the proper file structure, and the game
will use that data that you have modified. Once you are satisfied that your objects are the way you want
them and they are working correctly, then you can move them into a .pak file; such as
my_modified_units.pak.

What you have already probably noticed is the data folder structure works exactly the same way as the
.pak file structure. The game does not care if the data comes from a .pak file or within your data/unit
folder. It reads all of the data in both areas. The Game Engine and Map Editor will always use the
newest version of the data you supply.

What you may notice about my Data file is that | have what appears to be the entire directory of the
data.pak file. No, that isn’'t the case. But since | am constantly working on everything from units to
buildings and other objects, | simply created all of the necessary folders that | may need to test new
objects. Objects that are still under development or that may still need some work remain in the data
folder. Once | have completed a project, | build a .pak file. New objects can either be included within the
objects.xml or a modobjects.xml depending on the situation. Items that will be released for others to
use as in the case of a mod.pak will have an attached modobjects.xml.
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THE OBJECTS. XML FILE

So you have seen the Objects.xml
file mentioned several times now.
So what does this file do?

The objects.xml is the index or
directory file that defines the data
for each object used in the game. If
an item is not listed or indexed, the
game will not use it. Each object is
defined by name.

File Edt Wiew Insert Format Help

objects.xml - WordPad =10l x|

DI(@| SR s 5/
S RN SRR R

<items

<name>t_34_76_Multiplayer</names

<typermesh</types

<game_typerunit</game_types

<pathrunitsh Technics) USSRY Tanksh t_34_76_Multiplayer</path>
</ items

<iten

<name>t_34_Multiplayer</name:

<typermesh</types

<game_typerunit</game_types

<path>units) Technics) USSR\ Tanks\ t_34_MNultiplayer</path>
</ item>

<item>

<name>panzer_sattrappez</name:

<typermesh</types>

<game_typerunit</game_type:r

<path>units) Technics' german) Tanks) panzer_attrappez</path>
</ item>

<item>

<name>mll_37_italian</nsme:

<typermesh</types>

<game_typerunit</game_type:

<path>units) Technics) german) Tanksimll 37 _italian</path>
</ item>

<item>

<name>panzer_maus</name>

<typermesh</types>

<game_typerunit</game_type:

<path>units) Technics) german) Tanks) panzer maus</path>
</ item>

<item>

<name>spy_kadett_usad/namer

<typermesh</types

<game_typerunit</game_typer

<path>units) Technicsiallies)autolspy_kadett_usa</pathr
</ itemr

Viewing the objects.xml in WORDPAD

File — Edit Wiew Insert ‘window Help

Q- % 43 0L X |8 @ | [CiBlitzkicg Rolling ThunderRunidatatobjects xm
TmeVmeXSLompml

L

sherman can

- type mesh

€ game_type unit

& pach unitshTechnicsiallies) Tanks) sherman can

=3 item
sl M neme sherman7é_can

- type resh

- game_type unic

© path unitsh Technicsyallies) Tanks' sherman?s can

item
m3_grant_usa

mesh

unit

unicsh Technicshalliss Tanks\md_grant_usa

churchilldd

mesh

unit

unitsh Technicshallies) Tanks) churchillad

cromwelldd

mesh

unit

unitsh Technicsyallies) Tanksh cromuell44

ht_7_span

mesh

unit

unitsyTechnicsiallies) Tanksibt_7 span

bt_5_span
mesh

& game_type unit

& pach unitsiTechnicsiallies) Tanks\ht 5 span
= item

- name baz0_spsn

- type Tiesh

- M game_type unit

- path unitsh Technicsyallies) Tanks\haz0_span
E-3 item
= © newe omes_can_ari

=

Eror List | vnamin Heln |

Viewing the objects.xml in XML NOTEPAD
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Let's examine the file.

Each OBJECT is separated by
<item> and </item>. When the game
engine reads this file, it places the
data into the Game Database.

Each time it reads <item>, the game
engine realizes that this is the marker
or index for the next object. When it
reads </item>, it knows this is the end
of the object data.

Each object is referenced by a name;
<name>122-mm_A-19</name>. pp

This <name> is not the NAME used
by the Game Engine while playing the
game. The Game Engine uses the
name data contained in the name.txt
file within the objects folder.

The Map Editor and the Resource
Editor will use the <name> in the
objects.xml for reference.

Then each object is identified as a
<type> and <game_type>. > D>

This is very important. If you try to list
something as an incorrect type or
game type, the game will crash.

And finally, each object is defined by
its location, or the <path>. (4 2

This tells the game where it can
expect to find each object within the
file structure.

If the object does not really exist at
this <path> (location), then the game
will not use the object or it may cause
a game or Map Editor crash.

< item:

<namex10 cm K 18</namex

<typermesh</types>

<game_typerunit</game type:r

<pathrunits) Technies) German) irtilleryh 10 _cm K 18</paths>
</ item>

<iltem:

<name>120_ram_38</ nawes

<typermesh</types>

<game_CYpErURit</ game  typex

<pathrunits) Technics' USSRV Artilleryh 120_mm 38</path>
</ itemn>

< item:
<LYDET ;
<game_typerunit</game typer
<pathrunits) Technies USSRy Artilleryh 122_rav A 19</path>
</ item>

<litem:

<name>10 cw K 18</name>

<typermesh</types

<game_typerunit</game types

<pathrunits) Technics' German' Artilleryh 10 cm K 1&</path>
</ item>

<litem:

<namer120 rm 38</name>

<typermesh</typesr

<game_typerunit</game type>

<pathrunits) Technies) USSRY Artilleryh 120_rm_38</ paths
</ item:

<items>
<name; =tirn =
Cypexmesha/types

<game_typerunit</game type:
<pa gt ST R Artilleryd 122 _mm A 19</path>
</ item>

<litem=

<namwe>10_cm_ K _18</name:>

<typermesh</types>

<game_typerunit</game type:

<path>units) Technics) German' Artillervi 10 cm K 18</path>
</ item:

<itemr

<nawme>120_ran_38</ name

<typermesh</types

<game_typexunit</gamwe type:

<pathrunits’ Technics TIZR\Artilleryh 120 _mm 35</path>
</ item:

<litem=
<nawe>122-ran_L-19</names
<typermesh</types>

< — TMHIL</ game_Lypes
{_<path>units)Technics\USIR\Artilleryh 122 mm L 159</path>
</ items
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Now that you know what the file does, you can see the importance of the file structure.

| strongly recommend that you make a copy of the OBJECTS.XML and place it in your game folders data
folder. This way you can easily modify the file to add new units for testing purposes. Study the structure
carefully and be certain that you always create a backup. Always place new items at the beginning of the

file so they are easily located.

When you add new items, you
might adopt a method of

creating Comments which
reference what you are
adding.

You can add a comment by
surrounding your text with:
<l-- (text here) -->.

| usually use WORDPAD to
modify the objects.xml,
because of the copy/paste
functions. XML NOTEPAD or
any other XML Editor will work
just as well, and will probably
reduce the chance of mistakes
in the file structure.

Once you open any .xml file in
WORDPAD, NOTEPAD or

B objects.xml - WordPad —|al x|

File Edit View Inssrt Format Help

MEEE PR EEEY)

1

R

k!—— copyright of all rolling thunder units by La Plata Studios (Ratzmann/Carter/Stein/Lembert) --> fJ

<ChjectDE>
<Chjectss

<!-- Added Units -->

<!-— ARTILLERY -->

<item>
<neme>12_7_mn_HM2ZHE_NG</name>
<typesmesh</types
<gemne_typerunit</geme_typer
<path>units\Technics\Allies\Artillery\12_7_mn MZHE_MG</path>
</ itemr

<item>
<neme>12_7_mn Vickers_MG</name>
<typermesh</types
<gamwe_typerunit</game type:r
<pathrunits)TechnicshAllies\Areilleryy1z_7_wm Vickers MG</path:
</ itewms

<item:
<nawe>17 25 pounder</nawe:
<typermesh</types
<gamwe_typerunit</game type:r
<path>units)TechnicsyAllies\Artilleryy17 25 pounder</path>
</ itewms

<item:
<nawe>3Fuwn M1A1_LA</names
<typermesh</types
<gamwe_typerunit</game type:r
<pathrunitsiTechnicsiAlliesiArvillery 37w M1A1 AL</paths
</ itewms

any other Text Editor, you must not change the file extension. This will cause the file to become
unusable. Likewise, you cannot create a new .xml file within a Text Editor and save it as an .xml. If you
try to name it as an .xml file, it will actually save the files as: [filename].xml.txt.

Always start with an existing .xml; you can always borrow one from something else that is a close
resemblance when you need to create a new one. After it has been modified, you can properly place it
where it needs to go. Alternately, and what | do is create the copy where | want to put it then modify the

file.

XML Files will be covered later in more depth in this Tutorial.
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PART 2
.DDS FILES - The OBJECT SKIN Files (TEXTURE MAP)

Every object in Blitzkrieg has a Skin File or Texture Map. In most cases, objects like tanks or trucks have
multiple skins which are used for various maps; Summer/Spring, Desert and Winter. But they will also
have a Death skin that shows each unit after it has been destroyed.

List of SKIN FILES

High Resolution Skin Files

Low Resolution Skin Files

Compressed Skin Files

1_h.dds Summer/Spring

1_l.dds Summer/Spring

1_c.dds Summer/Spring

2_h.dds Summer/Spring Dead

2_l.dds Summer/Spring Dead

2_c.dds Summer/Spring Dead

1a_h.dds Desert

1a_l.dds Desert

1a_c.dds Desert

2a_h.dds Desert Dead

2a_|.dds Desert Dead

2a_c.dds Desert Dead

1w_h.dds Winter

1w_|.dds Winter

1w_c.dds Winter

2w_h.dds Winter Dead

2w_|.dds Winter Dead

2w_c.dds Winter Dead

Use with +32mb Video Cards

Use with older Video Cards

GE Force256/ later Video Cards

These skin files, (.dds), are specific to each 1.mod file that defines the Object. You could not use a .dds
file from a tank and use it for a truck for example. But there are times that one skin file may be used for
more than one Object, like in the case of a certain model of tanks with different specifications.

Blitzkrieg can use three different resolution settings, high, low and compressed. See the Table above for
reference. Most BK Gamers and Mod/Unit Developers use High Resolution for their projects. This
tutorial will be specific to the High Res files, but the same principals can be applied to the other two
resolution types. You should not try to use High Res files if you have an older computer or limited drive
space.

One of the issues that have been discussed over the last several years that Blitzkrieg has existed, is the
missing skin files for certain maps. Some objects did not have a Winter Skin when the game was
released. With the various releases of .pak files and MOD packs, this discussion has almost all but
ended. As BK gamers began to explore the Open-Source possibilities that the game presented, they
found ways to fill in the gaps, and go light years past in terms of what could be done to improve the game.

If you are interested in modifying the object skin files, you are at the door and only have to enter and read
through this Tutorial, to learn “HOW TO” SKIN.

In Part 1, you learned how to access the various game files. If you have extracted the .pak files and have
created a work folder for your modified files, then you already have access to the .dds skin files. If you
have not extracted the files, then | suggest that you go back to Part 1.

Below are the links for two specific viewers which will allow the .dds skin files and the .tga object picture
to be viewed in the Thumbnail View of Explorer. You may find these helpful for locating specific files
later.

http://download.nvidia.com/developer/NVTextureSuite/DDS_viewer.exe
http://www.greggman.com/downloads/thumbplug_tga1.10.exe

A program that you will find useful is the TANKS VIEWER v0.2d by Pesmontis. This program allows you
to View the game 1.mod (3d objects) with their .dds (skin file), and allows you to see the changes to your
skin as you make them. It can be downloaded at: http://tatooinebase.star-fleet.org/
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http://tatooinebase.star-fleet.org/

The most important tool you will need for modifying an Object skin file, is a Graphic or Image Manipulation
Program. Two very good programs that can handle the .dds files are Adobe Photoshop and GIMP.
Photoshop has a hefty price tag, around $200 upto $1000 depending on the version. GIMP is a
shareware program and is free, and available from GIMP at http://gimp-win.sourceforge.net/stable.html.

| use GIMP version 2.2.13. Gimp has now released version 2.6.5. While | am sure it will work fine for BK
skins files, | do not have any experience with it. Version 2.2.13 is still available as well.

FROM GIMP: GIMP (GNU Image Manipulation Program) is a freely distributed piece of software suitable for such tasks as photo
retouching, image composition, and image authoring. It is a powerful piece of software with capabilities not found in any other free
software product. It can be used as a simple paint program, an expert-quality photo-retouching program, an online batch-processing
system, a mass production image renderer, or an image-format converter. GIMP is modular, expandable, and extensible. It is

designed to be augmented with plug-ins and extensions to do just about anything. The advanced scripting interface allows

everything from the simplest task to the most complex image-manipulation procedures to be easily scripted.

Because Photoshop may be difficult for many modders to obtain, | will use GIMP for examples within this
tutorial. Most of the information will be very similar for Photoshop.

Once you have the Image Software, you must also have the .dds plug-in which allows you to load and
save .dds files. The plug-ins are available from both Adobe and GIMP.

When you install the Graphic Software, if you have loaded the program and plug-in correctly, .dds files
should be automatically associated with the Graphics program. You should be able to click (select) a
.dds file and automatically load the Graphic Program.

If selecting a .dds does not cause the software to load, you can Associate the .dds file with the graphic
software in EXPLORER.

To Associate .dds Files in Explorer, <select> [Tools ] (on the menu at the top) <click on> [
Folder Options ]. When the Option Box appears, <select> [ FILE TYPES ]. Search the list of
extensions and find .dds.

IF .dds appears in the list, <click on> .dds and check the program that is associated with it. If it
does not show your Graphics program, <click on> Change then select the Graphics program
from the list.

IF .dds does not appear in the, <click on> [ New ]. <Type> .dds in the Create New Extension
box. Then <click on> [Advanced>>>]. <Select> the Graphics program from the list.

Once you have checked to see if your Graphic program opens .dds files, you are ready to take a look at
how a skin works.

Since it is likely that you checked the file associtation by clicking on a .dds file, you probably now have the
Graphics program open with a display of a .dds file.

At this point, | recommend that you CLOSE or EXIT the program, EXIT all programs that are open,
including EXPLORER, and perfrom a RESTART. Modifying .dds files can and will use a lot of RAM. You
should start with a fresh STACK on your system before you begin to manipulate your files.

Note: Graphic Files use large amounts of memory. If you ever detect that the program is slowing down
or seems to hang on COPY/PASTE functions, you should SAVE your work and do a Restart.

Get in the habit of Saving your work often, especially when modifying skin files. Also check your changes
after each change. If you don’t like the change, you can UNDO the change, then Re SAVE.
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http://gimp-win.sourceforge.net/stable.html

.DDS FILES — HOW TO ACCESS

Accessing the .dds Files is easy once you have set up a work area. Go to your BK Work Area. Navigate
to the M8 Greyhound: DATA\UNITS\ TECHNICS \ ALLIES \ TANKS \ M8_GREYHOUND_USA.

=
= 3 Data -] b
I africa 9
|5 Bridues =
| Buildings
I5) Cursor
=) Editor Lmod Lacml
[ Effects
| Fences
|) Forts
|5 lcons
) Maps
[0 Medals
I Movies
| Ohjects 28 h.dds
| Scenatios
) Sounds
[5) Terrain —
) Textes =
oW ";-':J
B 55 Units -
() Humanz
B 5 Technics descixt icons12 h.dds isor s
= ) Allies
I Artillery
) Auto
) Awistion =
) =P L*""——J
=1 ) Tanks —
[ TTP_Palish
() Cruizer_MiY|_Crusader_GB icon h.dds name bt
[ Cruizer_bkWIl_Cromwel _GB
() Humber_hik1_GH
23 Infartry_MKI_Matida_CGE
() Intartey_bikil_alentine_GB
() Infartry_WikIY_Churchil_GB
[ M3_General_Stuart_USa
) M3_Grant_GH
[ WA _General_Sherman_LISA
() M4A3_TEW General_Sherman_LIS4
() M483_General_Sherman_USA —
() M5_General_Stuart_ LIS
yhound_Ls8,
() M26_General_Pershing_LS2

If you have extracted the .pak files properly, you will see something similar to above. You should load the
DDS and TGA Viewers and set EXPLORER to Thumbnails in VIEW, so you can display the graphic files.

Before we load our Image Program, it is important to have a plan at this point. If you just need a .dds
(skin) file for a winter map, you will notice that the M8 does not have one. While that file has been
created by many people, you may not have found the one you need. It is important to know that if the BK
Game Engine can’t find a skin for a season/map, it will display the model with a checkered skin. Because
the checkered skin doesn'’t look very realistic or even appealing, we will quickly create a winter skin for
the M8.
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Creating a New Skin - The Quick Way
In EXPLORER, <click on> the M8_Greyhound_USA Folder.

Go to the Menu at the top and <click on> File, <select> New and <click on> Folder.

LT |

File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help | #
= izati 3 =
%, Groove Folder Synchronization iearch |II . | ’_l' | B2 Folder Sync
& Foo

Create Shorbcut @ Zhorkcut

pe E_] Microsoft Office Access 2007 Database

R

BI'IEIITIE.! E Briefrase
Propetties )
@ Bitmap Image
M3_Greyhound_USA » b9 Microsoft Office Word Document
Clase "\=|_] Micrazaft Office PowerPaoint Presentation

] Microsoft OFfice Publisher Document
WinRAR archive

r;;_] Text Document

831 Microsoft OFfice Excel Workshest
[£] wirRaR: ZIP archive

|20 Infantry Ky _Churchill _GB

|2 M3_General_Stuart_LSA

|2 M3_Grant_GB

|2 M421_General_Sherman_Us2,

() M4AZ_VEW_General _Sherman_LUSA
) M4AS_General_Sherman_LISA

| M5_General_Stuart_USA

2

'} ound_USA,

[C5) M26_General_Pershing_USA -

|2 matilcia

|2 £35_Somua_France desc fid icons12 hdds iconioa

A new folder has been created in the M8 Folder. Name it Skin.

| ML _General_Sherman_LISA
I MaAS_TEW_General_Sherman_LSA,
| MaAZ_General_Sherman_LISA,
|2 M3_General_Stuart_LUSA
) ME_Grevhound_LIS2
| M26_General_Pershing_LI=2
| matilda
| 535_Somua_France desc icon512 h.dds icon tos
| sherman_fr
I sherman_schraott]
| sherman_schrott2
|y wickers
| wickers_be
H ) Trains
) Comman
) erman icon_h.dds name txd
) USSR
eapons

r

ons

Now you have created a ‘Skin’ folder to use for new skin files for the M8. We will use the Skin folder as a
holding area while we create the Winter Skin for the M8.
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Now we will focus our
attention on primarily two
files in the M8 Folder,
1.mod (the object model)
and 1 _h.dds (the object
skin).

With your mouse, <click
on> 1.mod. If a box
opens that ask which
program you wish to use
to open the file, select
TANKS v0.2d.

Note: The .mod extension is
also used for Music files. If
your music browser opens, you
will have to Open the Tanks
v0.2d program from from the
Start menu or Explorer. |
suggest that if you plan to use
the Tank viewer and 1.mod files
frequently, you should change
the Association of the .mod file
to the Tank Viewer.

nans
hnics
Alies
() Artillery
) Auta
() Awiation
) SPG
|5) Tarks
I5) 7TP_Palish
|5 Cruiser_MKWI_Crusader_GB
@ Crusiger _MEWIL_Cromyvel _GB
I5) Humber _Mik1_GB
25 Infartry_MiI_Matida_GB
@ Infaritry _MKI_Yslertine_GB
@ Infaritry _wkly _Churchill_GB
|5 M3_General_Stuart_USA,
155 M3 _Grant_GB
1) M1 _General_Sherman_USA
@ M43 _TEVY_General_Sherman_LS&
|5 a3 _General_Sherman_LISA,
[ M5_General_Stuart_USA,
[=Ra] 1= yhound_USA,
[ SMIN
|C5) M26_seneral_Pershing_LISA,
1) matilcia
|5 535_Somua_France
1) sherman_tr
|5 sherman_schrott!
|5 sherman_schrott2

1) vickers

|5y vickers_be

icon_h.dds

iconS12 h.dds

=4
El

2 hdds Za hdds

icontos

"I

name txd SkIN

When Tanks opens, it will prompt you to select a DDS texture file. <Click on>1_h.dds.

File Wiew Tools &boutw0.2d

e Greyhound Armored Car
Chasis

Fronfwheel02
Frontuheelz01
Rearw/heels
Rearwheelz02

Basis

Turret

matrix I boundary

 effective transposition

- effective rotation

I—
axis I—
I—

Open Blitzkrieg DDS texture file

Laok in: | () M8_Greyhound_LISA

S e N5

-0 x| Go ||-
=
2lx

z-.»,

) Sk

=) 1 hdds
w18 h.cds

=) (2 hdds
w25 h.cds

m) |icon3l2 h.dds
.,ﬂicnn.tga

) |jicon_h.dds

File name: ||

j Open I

Files of type:

I Blitzkrieq DO'S texture file [*.dds,* tga)

j Cancel |

v

angle [deg]l

EKUnit&\Technicx\.f-‘«lliex‘\Tankx‘\ME_

Greyhound_USANT . mod

Cloze ﬁl
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You should now see this...

As soon as the program
opens and displays the
Object Model, it will begin
to rotate. You will notice
that the Tanks Viewer
also displays the Object
Model with the 1 _h.dds
skin, which is the summer
texture.

<Right Click> on the
Object in the Viewer to
activate a Menu.

Play with the Menu
Options a bit to become

familiar with what they do.

e Back Color — Allows
you to change the
background color

o  Wireframe — Display
the 3d Wireframe of
the Model without the
skin.

e Transparency — Will
Display or Hide any
Part of the Model that
is transparent when
using the skin.

e Other Texture -
Prompts you to load
additonal .dds skin
texture skin files.

e Rotate — Turns the
Rotate function on or
off.

File Wiew Tools About v0.2d

148 Grephound Amored Car
Chasiz

Frontwheels02
Fronfwfheels01
Rearwheels
Rearwheels02

Basis

Turret

matiix | _bounday |

L/R
F/B
U/

angle [deq]

z'Unitsh Technicshalies\T anks\ME_Grevhound_USAN . mod UnitshTechhicsbalieshT anks\ME Grevhound_USAM k. dds

=0l

Cloge

Filz Wiew Tools About v0,2d

I8 Grephound Armored Car
Chasiz

Frontwheels02
Frantwheels01
Rearwheels
Reartheels02

Basis

Turret

makrix boundany

LR
F/B
/D

angle [deq]

Back color
Wireframe
v Transparency

Cther kexture
w Rokate

gUnitsh T echnics\Aliesh T anks M8 _Grephound USAN].mod nitshTechniceidlliesiT anks\ME_Greyhound USAN _h.dds

=10l x]

Close

You might notice additonal Menu items at the top left. Take a look at them, but you will not use them very
often. Just below the top menus is a box that displays the name of the Object, the name of the parts that
make up the 3d model and the matrix and boundary data. While this information is interesting, you will
not need this data to create skins.




<Right click> on the
Model, <click on>
[Rotate ]. <Right click>
again on the Model,

<click on [ Other
texture ]. When the
prompt box  opens

<select> 1a_h.dds.
Tanks will now display
the Model with the
Desert Skin. Since we
do not have a Winter
Skin, let’s create one.

Go to EXPLORER. In
the M8 folder, <Right
Click on>1_h.dds and
select [ Copy ]. Open
the Skin folder in the
M8 Folder, <right click>
in the folder (when it
opens) and <select>
Paste.

=0l

File Wiew Tools Aboutv0.2d

M8 Greyhound Armared Car
Chasiz

Fronfwheel:02
Fronfwheel01
Rearsheels
Rearheelz02

Basis

Turret

matrix boundary

L/R
F/B
U/sD

andle [deq]

ahUnitssT echnics’Allies\Tanks\ME_Greyhound USAYT . mod nitshTechnics\AlieshT anks'ME_Greyhound_USAN a_h.dds Close

You see 1_h.dds displayed in the Skin folder.

Repeat this but this time make acopy of 2_h.dds and paste it into the Skin folder.

Now you should have both 1_h.dds and 2_h.dds displayed in the Skin Folder under the M8 folder.

=P

X
) M5_General_Stuart_UISA Al
= |2) M8_Greyhound_USA
L) SKIN
[) M26_General_Pershing_USA
) matilca

) S35_Somua_France

$v

<Right click on>1_h.dds <click on> [ Rename ]. Carefully rename the file to 1w_h.dds.

Do the same to

2_h.dds, but Rename it 2w_h.dds

5) M3_Grant_GB N
) M4A1_General_Sherman_USA
) M423_76W_General_Sherman_USA
) MaA3_General_Sherman_USA
() M5_General_Stuart_USA
= 2) ME_Greyhound_USA
) SKIN
A M8 General Pershing IS4

L A
-
=

gy |

1w h.dds

Helpful Tip: When Renaming a file, click in the name box. This will leave the current name displayed. Add the letter ‘w’ after the
number (1 or 2) and press ENTER. Be careful not to erase the name or extension. If you should erase the extension, then you must
be very careful to complete the correct name and extension or the file may become corrupt.
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Now lets move the newly created Winter Skins to the M8 Folder. The easiest way to do this is by placing
your mouse over one of the files, press the [ SHIFT ] key, then move your mouse over the next file. Once
they have both been [FIelIeAIe. <press and hold> the Right Mouse Button in and move the files to the
M8 folder. You must make certain that M8_Greyhound_USA folder name is also [Jellelnee. When you
have the files over the M8 folder, release the mouse button.

) M3_Grant_GB
) MdA1_General_Sherman_LSA
() M4A3_76W_General_Sherman_USA
) M4AS_General_Sherman_LSA
() M5_General_Stuart_LISA
SRm] 115_Greyhound IS4, eeosrTreSre
) SKIN -
() M26_General_Pershing_USa

Now click on the M8 folder. You should see the Winter Skins now displayed.

Go to Tanks. <Right click> on the Model, <click on [ Other texture ]. When the prompt box opens
<select> 1w_h.dds. Tanks will now display the Model with the Winter Skin.

=0l

File ‘iew Tools About v0,2d

M8E Greyhound Armared Car
Chasiz

Frontwheelsl2
Frontwheelsl
Rearheels
Rearthesls02

Basis

Turret

matiix | _boundsy |

L/R
F/B
(i)

andle [deq]

atUniteh T echhics\AlieshT anksiM8_Greyhound_ USAM mod hitshT echhics\AlieshT ankeiM8_Grevhound_JSAM w_h.dds Cloze

But of course the new winter skin is nothing more than a copy of the summer skin. But the main
difference now is if you need a winter skin, you now have one. It is better than the model showing the
checkered skin we discussed earlier. When we created the LIVE M8 winter skin, we also created the
Death winter skin. So now you can use this model on a Winter Map, and it will work just fine.

This method will work as a quick fix when you need a specific skin and you don’t have time to find one or
paint one.

In the next section, we will modify the winter-summer M8 skin, and really winterize it.
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.DDS FILES = HOW TO MODIFY

In the previous discussion, we created a temporary winter skin for the M8 Greyhound. Since we used
summer skin, it might look a bit out of place on a Winter map. During Winter Operations, troops tried to
camoflauge themselves and their vehicles so they didn’t stand out like a sore thimb. A Drab Green
Armored car would make a great target since it would be very visible against the white landscape.

But troops did not always have everything they needed to really paint their vehicles, so they had to
improvise. Most US units used a watered-down whitewash to help break up the green color scheme.
Notice | said to break up the color scheme. That is what camoflauge is about, to break up the normal
appearance so it blends in. So what you did not usually see were White Tanks. What you did see were
semi-white and green tanks. Troops entering a battle zone that were fresh, usually had not taken time to
“‘camo” their vehicles. They did that as they begin to get set up. They used whatever they had on hand,

whitewash, foliage, roots, hay, tree limbs, etc.; anything they could find to break up the usual pattern of
their vehicle.

Keep in mind, you can do anything you want to make your M8 skin blend in. Even if you create the best
"camo” winter skin, where you can’t even see where it is, the game will still see it and the Al will attack it if
it is in range. So ‘camo’ has absolutely no bearing on the game Al, unless you change the M8'’s
parameters in the 1.xml file. But that is a different part of this Tutorial.

Let’s winterize this M8 now. Go to EXPLORER. <Click on> 1w_h.dds.

o] | 1=1E
Ele ans Help || Fle Edt sekct wew [mage Layer Took Dislogs Fiers Script-Fu
10 o
e \TUR/IALA+ /BB
BRITHDOZ|20£ 9 & 6 o o

& o |
- |
Paintbrush B®E| ]
Opacity: 1000 7] K|
Wode:  Normal [~ I
T
Brush: @ ICirc\e(ll)
Pressure sensitivity
[ Fade aut
[ Incremental
[ Use color From gradient
=] | el | g | )

I/

Elw)\.dds-l - || auto File Wiew Tools About v0,2d
= 1| [M8 Greyhound Amered Car
= | = | ‘:‘%’l Chasis
Fronfwhesls02
Layers 28 Froitwihesls01
Mode:  Hormal ~| e Reatihesls
FieatWheels(i2
Opaity: 1| [100.0 E[ B.:;; =e
Tunet
@ 1 main surface
(- elfestive tanspesition
L/R
F/B
u/D
O | ¢ | o [ @ | & [ & [[f|retesieomon

S Y —

Brushes
Circle (1) (11 1)

: Vi / VA - . . L] j
angle [deg]
o000 -
. Spacing; —— | [z0:0 " [a]| BAUrits\T schricshliss\T anks\MB_Grephound_USANT mod fits\Technics'alies\Tarks\MB_Greyhound_USANW_hdds  Cless /|

g | 0 | a | 8 | » |

This is a screenshot of my monitor displaying the main GIMP Tool Menu, Layers/Channels Box, the
1w_h.dds skin texture file and TANKS, which is displaying the M8 1w_h.dds skin file.
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Since | am using GIMP, it will vary somewhat from Photoshop. Some of the basic things will be very
similar, but it is important that you read any help files, start up files, or read me files that pertain to your
Image program. The scope of this Tutorial is not to teach you everything about your Image program, but
to help you on the track to a quick start. If something does not make sense to you, | urge you to not get
frustrated. The tools and methods used in this tutorial will become very familiar to you as you develop
your skills. Just as you now can extract and access the game files, you are just now embarking on
another learning mission. It will take some time to learn everything about your Image program, but the
basics hopefully will become clear very soon.

One of the great things about GIMP is the flexibility of its various menus and tools. Each part of GIMP
exist in its own window. You can set or arrange each of these windows anyway you want by dragging on
the header. | use a 22" Wide Monitor and have enough space to keep GIMP and Tanks handy all of the
time. If you are using a smaller monitor, you will have to use the program tabs at the bottom of your
monitor screen to task between various tools or programs. Your programs and monitor may not display
exactly what I will show you within this tutorial, but hopefully you can create an environment that works for
you.

'# 1w_h.dds-1.0 (RGB, 1 layer) 128x128 =10] x|
Lets look at the 1w h.dds file. Tl_éile Wg&t §elecrt7\_r‘ri;77?rﬁage Layer Tools Dialogs Filters Scrist-%gj J
]
You will notice that the size of this skin 0 4 2]
file is 128x128 pixels in size. This = A
important due to how the BK game a
engine depends on the size of the .dds E
file. 3
¥ N, g
| need to resized the window a bit, and fl.‘.l i
change the View to increase the displa T o I
Ievelgt]o make it easier to modify. e l M I — —I !mam el bt

'z 1w_h.dds-1.0 (RGB, 1 I =10 =]
File Edit Select

<Select> [ View ] on the Image Lawer Tools Dialogs  Filkers  Script-Fu |

Men Bar r
miuge to 3{ hliuste[ zggfn L 1100,y | O ew view N
0 gnig . o7 v Dot For Dok ;I
(100%) ]and <click on> Zoom (100%) A zoom ot
[ 2:1 (200%) ]. h
N 4 shrink ‘Wrap ctriee | ®h ZoomIn +
] Fullscreen F11 | €4 Fit Image in Windaw  Shift+HCkr+E
] £ Fit Image ko Window
T )  Info Window ShiFt+ChrlT
0 . o,
=T b Mavigation Window  Shift+Chr+h 16:1 (1600%)
;Iil i1 (B00%:)
o Display Filkers., ..

[ =0

4i1 (400%)

v Show Selection Chrl+T 2:1 (200%)

v  Show Layer Boundary = 111 (100%] 1

¥ Show Guides Shift+Chrl4+T 1:2 (50%)

¥ Snap ko Guides 114 (25%)
Show Grid 1:8 (12.5%)
Sniap ko Grid Lil6 (6.25%)

[ padding Calar 3 Other...

v  Show Menubar

v Show Rulers Shift+Ckr+R

v Show Scrollbars

v sShow Statusbar
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Now | must resize the frame around the
window. | will use the mouse and the left
button to drag from the bottom left to
resize the window.

| can resize the window and zoom level to
any size | need but it is a good idea to
only size the image to the zoom level
needed to get the job done. Obviously, if
you are going to do very detailed work,
you want it larger. Since the work we are
going to do on this skin does not require a
lot of detail, this should work just fine.

Examine the skin. Can you see how the
pieces fit together? Can you see the
soldier?

What you may notice is that not all of the
parts are situated in a way that are
adjacent to each other.

If%-_'lw_h.(ltls-‘l.l] (RGB, 1 layer) 128x128

=101 x|

File Edit 3Select Wiew Image Layer Tools Dialogs Filkers  Scripk-Fu |

I T I T T Y I I T T A i

IE'II Lal |EI I |SDI Th .« BT I |1DDI | | |15|d
i
5
o_]
T
0_]
o

. |

| e

I P ["’ || Z00% -« | main surface (147 KB} cancel

This because when the model is created in a 3d Editor like MAYA, the modeler must un-wrap the model
and build what we refer to as the UV. In order to get all of the faces of the model to fit the UV, they are
moved into places that provide the best fit for the texture or .dds file. You may have noticed that the
soldiers face is not anywhere near his body, and his helmet is scattered around the skin. We also refer to
this skin as the texture or the map. You must remember that if you move anything around on this map,
the game engine will not know that and will continue to put the various parts of this map where they were
before you made any changes. This means if you move the soldier parts, he will not look like a soldier

when you view it again.

Example: I'm going to delete the soldier’s
part of the skin to make my point. In this
case, | will use the Rectangle Select or
Free Select Function by pressing the “R”
key on the keyboard. | can navigate at
the Menu Bar under [ Tools ] to get the
same tool. With the Rect Select tool, |
can drag a box around anything on the
map, then delete that area by Selecting [
EDIT ] on the Menu Bar and <select>
Cut. Then | will SAVE the changes:
Menu Bar [ FILE ][ SAVE ].

Now compare the Image to the right to
the image above. See the difference?
Where the little checkered areas are will
become transparent on the model. This
becomes important later. Let's go to
Tanks and see what changed.

IT%-_1'|.|\.'_I|.(I(Is-1.l] (RGE, 1 layer) 128x128

=0l x|

File Edit Select Wiew Image Laver Tools Dialogs  Fikers  Seript-Fu |
||||1'||D||||||||||5E|||||||||||1?D|||||||||1?|i'¥|
i
=
0_]
T
0_]
o |
= []

I -1, 48 px [ || 00 v |

main surface (155 KB}

Cancel

-30-



Since the Winter Skin is a copy of the Summer Skin, | will go back and look at the Summer Skin first. See
the little Arrows on the Model Display? This allows you to flip between texture files.

& Tanks O x|

File ‘igw Tools About wi.2d

ME Grephound Armared Car
Chasis

Frontwheels02
Frontwheels01
Rearwheels
Rearwheel:02

Basis

Tumet

matrix boundary

L/R
F/B
4o

angle [deq]

=\Unitsh TechnicsiAlies\T anksyME_Grephound USAMN .mod UnitshTechnicshalies\T ankssW8_Grevhound USANV_h.dds Cloge

And now the Winter Skin...
£ Tanks ;lglﬂ

File Wiew Tools Aboutv0,2d

Chasis
Frantwheelz02
Frontwheelz01
Rearwheels
Rearwheels02
Basis

Turret

makrix boundary
L/R

F/B
/D

angle [deg]

iU nits\ T echhice\AlieshT anks\WMEB_Greyhound USANV] . mod nitsh T echnics®allieshT ankshME_Grephound_LSAYVTw_h.dds Cloge

Well, it looks like the Soldiers left the vehicle. If | <right click> on the model and <click on>
Transparency, they will be displayed again. This is because they are not really gone, they are just
transparent or invisible to the game editor.
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Now since | don’t want this to be one of my final edits or modifications, | will UNDO the changes until the
soldiers are back on the map. Go to the Menu Bar, select [ Edit ] then [ Undo (action) ]. Then | will
SAVE the file to restore it in the folder: Menu Bar [ FILE ] [ SAVE ].

So know you are asking “What does that have to do with winterizing the M8?” Nothing. But it is a
demonstration of the potential of this powerful Image Program and the flexibility of the BK game files.

Game Modders are discovering something new all of the time. And just remember, they all started new,
just like you.

Let’s winterize the Winter Skin. [Ee wms Hep |

<Select> the Airbrush inthe GIMP window, or | & 4% & T W 3 &£ P A ¢ 7 & H B
you can press the “A” on the keyboard. »» AETHRD? & DI?@, 26 o o

<Set> Foreground color to White by clicking % | aitbrush with variable pressure ]
on the Arrows to reverse the colors. V'V " | -
| Filz  #ktns  Help sirhrush & ®
W e 2 T Opacity: | R =
S EE %* m g P Mode:  Mormal [ = |
QI' E-] T & E ﬁ j Q % Brush: # | Circle Fuzzy {11}
<‘.§\}_, - Pressure sensitivity
- ‘ [~ Fade out
- —] [~ Use color from gradient
Foreground & background colors, The black and white
sguares resek colors, The arrows swap colors, Double Rate: 1l |SD.D %
click ko open the color selection dialog. B P %
e
Mode:  Mormal
il

<Double Click> on the White Box A A

The Change Foreground Color Menu will
open. pp
Let’s adjust the white a little.

1) <Click> in the middle of the color bar.

2)  <Click> in the lower right area of the color box.

3) <Click>on OK

e |

S m[[m] e
Help | Reset | Cancel | o4 I

Note: % The GIMP

The Foreground color has been changed. »» File ¥tns  Help

We can change the color as needed to darken and lighten the “Snow” tone. W2 N, E@
Because Snow shows dirt easily, it will not always be pure white. And as we _
already discussed, US troops usually created a White Wash to brush their Q, E'] T & [
vehicles just to break up the green paint scheme. Keeping this in mind, we

I 5,
do not want the M8 to be all white, but it will have shades of white. We will - I
|

also try to give a hint of new snow which has fallen on the vehicle.
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Go to the Layers Window.

The Layers window gives us a choice of different Brushes to =

apply our color. P
We will leave the Mode: as Normal. »»

We want the Opacity: set at 100%. »p

Since we are using the Airbrush, we do not want a solid brush.

On our skin, | will choose the Circle Fuzzy (11). V'V

Brushes = &

Circle Fuzzy (1) 1 = 1)

' 7/ / / M . N . .

L
e o000 - - -
= Brushes
Circle Furzy (11) (11 x 1)

Spacing: _[: 25.0

7 |_ o0 | @ | 8 | e

On the Gimp menu, we can adjust the Rate and
Pressure. pp

Set the Rate at 80 and Pressure at 16.5. P

Again we can see that the Brush has been set to
the Circle Fuzzy (11). »»

<Select> the 1w_h.dds Window, which is the M8
skin map.

We can now apply the airbrush to the skin map
to give it the white was appearance. ¥V

= 1w_h.dds-1.0 (RGB, 1 layer) 128x12§ _IEIIﬂ
File Edit 3Zelect Wiew Image Laver Tools Dialogs Filkers  Script-Fu |
Bll|||||D|I||||||||5?||I|I||||1?DI|I|I||||1?J:‘gi
7] =l
£
o_}
1]
u]
u]
=
PN at
I px [' || 200% ¥ | main surface {147 KB} Cancell
—

S-IE]
A
slsl%|
Layers = @@
Mode:  Mormal [v | | ::::
Opacity: ﬂIIDD‘D Bl
<Er - .4__': main surface
i’ o | = | s
B e |
| NV AV
e o000
- ol
OO -l

| Eile ¥tns Help

e \N\NTUDRALAST rTBER

aTHRO? 20
|

- mll

Airbrush =®
Opacity: ﬂ|100.0 =l
Mode:  Marmal [+ |
1
Brush: . ||Circ|e Fuzzy (113
Pressure sensitivity
[ Fade out
[ Use color from gradient
Rate: 3l 800 |5
Pressure: _[: 16.5 ;
| | | @ Fal |
m *1w_h.dds-1.0 (RGB, 1 Iayer) 128x128 = |D|_X_]

‘ﬁle Edit Select View Image Layer Tools Dialogs Filkers Script-Fu |

| |
|||||l||||l||||l||

vV v v v Vv v

L=l by

I T 1

]|

]
=

___IJ_M||| Ill|l|l|l|5?|l|lll.l1unllll|llll1éqi

Use the left mouse button to spray/paint using short burst and strokes. We just want to apply a patchy
look. As you apply the color, you can <select> FILE <Click> SAVE, and then view the result in TANKS.
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We can compare the ERlLe j (=
modifed skin with the File ‘View Tools Aboutv0.2d

desert and summer skin M8 Greyhound &rmored Car
Chasis

by clicking on the Frontiwheels02
. Frontwheels01
arrows in TANKS. Reartwheels
Rearwheels02
Basis
We can always UNDO Timet

the last changes: On
the skin Menu bar, matrin | _boundary |
<select> EDIT <click> [Pz =
Undo Airbrush. L/R

F/B
We can always change b
the brush size and type. ,
——
We can change the =
color that we need to
apply.
angle [deg]
We can change the -
Zoom level. a\Units\Technics\AHies\Tanks\MB_Greyhound_USA\1.mod 'ﬁls\TechnicsV\IIies\Tanks\MS_Greyhound_USAHw_hdds Close /2

Be sure to rotate and zoom the model in Tanks to look at it from different angles. One important aspect of
creating a skin is the highlights or detail of the model. Think about snow covered vehicles that you have
seen. The snow varies in tone across the body. Areas closer to the ground are darker, due to the
mud/dirt picked up as the vehicle travels. The top surfaces are lighter, whiter and more reflective. Areas
around engine parts, vents and fuel caps are also darker, but not as dark as the lower levels. Tires and
wheels may also have a whiter tone, but still darker than body parts. Headlights and front areas will
usually accumulate snow/ice. Areas between vents, in front of windshields and turrets will also
accumulate snow/ice.

The idea is not to make the whole
vehicle white, but to blend it with the
conditons and break up a pattern. The
model should show some original color,
or a white wash appearance over the
original green.

You can use smaller brushes to detail
or highlight for effect.

Once you are happy with the skin, make
certain you have saved it and exit
TANKS and GIMP.

Copy the 1w_h.dds and the 2w_h.dds
into the game data folder, and test it in
a map to see how it looks.
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Learning to use your image software and munipulating the .dds files is really one of the easiest ways you
can make worthwhile changes to the game. If you use a base or original unit for a foundation, you can
develop additonal new units that may be similar or different.

In the base Units, the Allies have the use of the M4A1l Sherman, M4A3_Sherman and the M4A3(76)W
Sherman. While they were all very similar, and all were Sherman Tanks, they are all quite different. But
there were many more Sherman Tanks used by the Allies. If you want to use an M4A2 with a 75mm gun,
you can make one by simply copying a M4A3 and modify the skin to suit your needs. If you need an
M4A2 with a 76mm Gun, you can copy the USSR version of the M4A2 Lend Lease, but unless you want
to use the USSR skin, you will have to again modify the skin. Here are some examples.

I NEW - M4A2(75) l NEW - M4A3(75) ‘ NEW - M4A2(76) ‘ NEW - M4A3(76)

Above you see two examples where you can define many versions of a tank from a single model. The
skin can define the differences as in the Engine Grilles on the rear of the Tank Hulls. You might also
notice the differences in the Bogies Track Wheels. The M4 Sherman Tank is an excellent example of
using a single model to create many variations. This can be applied to many objects in BK.

When you skin or create a new texture for a model, it is usually easier to use an existing skin file, the
1 h.dds, to base your creation. By looking at the skin, you should be able to identify the various parts of
the object. In some cases, some parts or areas will not be identified until you begin to make
modifications. This is why the Tank Viewer is so important. Each time you make a change, save the
change, then look at the model in the viewer to see how it looks or what has changed. Sometimes a skin
or texture may look very good in the Tank Viewer, but not so good in the game. You must keep in mind
that very precise details will be lost in the game due to the game resolution. It is important to note that
any details that you might wish to stand out will probably appear over-exagerrated in the Tank Viewer.

Keep in mind that the skin file is your pallette. You simply have to use your imagination and talent to
express yourself. Coloring and toning has a huge effect on the models appearance. Surfaces facing
upward should be lighter than side surfaces. Think about how things appear in real life. Lighter colors
versus darker colors can show shadows, indentions, and various other effects.

Study other skinners work or even the original skin textures. You can get a feel for where you want to go
when you see where someone else has been. It is also very helpful to find pictures of the real unit when
you want to study the colors and details.

It was not so much my goal to teach you how to make a good skin as it was to teach you how to skin and
actually be able to manipulate the game files and tools. At this point you must venture forward, learn how
to best use your image software, then paint the game the way you think it should be.

Remember: Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.
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PART 3
XML Files - UNIT DATA FILES

In this part of the Tutorial we will investigate the mysterious 1.xml files. Each object folder contains a
1.xml file that defines the objects parameters.

Here is what the 1.xml file will look like. Go to any unit or object folder and <Left Click> on the 1.xml.
More than likely your HTML or Internet Browser will open the file and display something that looks like the
example.

<?xml version="1.0" 7=
- <basex
- <History =

<PreviousPath =s:\complete\units\technics\german\tanks\pz_v_panther_ausf_d\current.msh</PreviousPath=
<PreviousDate=29.01.2003 </PreviousDate =
“PreviousTime>16:22:11</PreviousTime =
zPreviousOwner=Alexander.Valencia </PreviousOwner:
<Action>Exported as</Action=

<CurrentPath=s:\versions\current\data\units\technics\german\tanks\pz_v_panther_ausf_d\1.xml</CurrentPath=
<CurrentDate=29.01.2003</CurrentDate >
<CurrentTime>16:22:13=/CurrentTime =
zCurrentOwner=Alexander.Valencia </CurrentOwner =
«</History =
- <RPG MaxHP="143" RepairCost="1" Sight="30" SightPower="1" Speed="15.59" Passability="0.42" Priority ="2"
Camouflage="0" Weight="43000" Price="1.03" UninstallRotate="0" UninstallTransport="0" RotateSpeed="44.2"
TurnRadius="3" TowingForce="0" Crew="5" Passangers="0" BoundTileRadius="2" SmallAABBCoeff="0.5" TowPoint="-1"
EntrancePoint="-1" FatalitySmokePoint="10" ShootDustPoint="-1" LeavesTracks="1" TrackOffset="0.05"
TrackWidth="0.2" TrackStart="0.2" TrackEnd="0.2" TrackIntensity="0.7" TrackLifetime="10000" MaxHeight="500"
DivingAngle="20" ClimbAngle="20" TiltAngle="30" TiltRatio="2"=>
<KeyMName=Pz V Panther Ausf D</KeyName >
<StatsType=Mech</StatsType>
<DamagedHPs /=
<Defenced MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90" Silhouette="1" /=
<Defencel MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90" Silhouette="1" /=
<Defenca2 MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90" Silhoustte="1" /=
<Defence? MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90" Silhouette="1" />
zDefence4 MinArmor="40" Maxarmor="90" Silhouette="1" />
<Defences MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90" Silhouette="1" /=
<Type=arm_medium</Type:>
zAlClass>track </AlClass >
<Commands Size="51">
- <BitArray =
<item data="15" /=
<item data="67" /=
<item data="0" />
<item data="0" /=
<item data="128" />
<item data="32" /=
<item data="4" />
</BitArray =
</Commands =
<Exposures Size="D">
<BitArray /=
</Exposures=
- <AnimDescs >
- <item=

It is important to note that you should never attempt to modify the original 1.xml file. Only modify a copy
and be very careful when changing any part of the file. The smallest mistake will cause a game crash,
You also must acquire a keen eye to be able to spot issues when a mistake happens. Notice, | said,
“When a mistake happens”. You will make a mistake, just about everyone does and has, So to protect
yourself, always keep the original or a backup 1.xml available when you are making changes.
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1.XML FILES - UNDERSTANDING THE PARAMETERS

Lets study some of the basic components of the 1.xml file. You must understand that .xml files maintain a
structure much like the tree directory used by your computer in your file system. Different parts of the
1.xml exist within a type of folder or subfolder.

| prefer to use WORDPAD to make changes to the 1.xml simply because | can use copy/paste when I'm
modifying many files at the same time. And even when | am only making changes to one file, | still prefer
WORDPAD.

Each 1.xml must include the Header; which defines the file as an xml file. Any file that does not include
this Header will not function properly and will crash the game.

<?xml version="1.0"?>

The file must include the <base> keyword which lets the game engine know that the following data is to
be used by the database.

<base>

The file History usually follows at this point, but is not required by the game engine. It is more useful to
establish the History of the unit, the path and name, who made it, what day and what time.

<History>
<PreviousPath>c:\units\technics\allies\tanks\m4\current.msh</PreviousPath>
<PreviousDate>12.12.2008</PreviousDate>
<PreviousTime>00:00:00</PreviousTime>
<PreviousOwner>DUNKEL</PreviousOwner>

<Action>Exported as</Action>

<CurrentPath>c:\units\technics\allies\tanks\M4A3E2(75)\1.xmi</CurrentPath>
<CurrentDate>12.12.2008</CurrentDate>
<CurrentTime>00:00:00</CurrentTime>
<CurrentOwner>MAJORPAIN</CurrentOwner>

</History>

Pretty much everything that follows within the file pertains to defining the actual Parameters of the object,
which in turn tells the game what this thing is, what it does, how it works, the purpose of the unit and
various other attributes.

But before we can define anything, we must tell the game engine that we are now defining the
parameters with the following keyword:

<RPG
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That now brings us to the actual values and definitions of the object. These are pretty straight forward
and do not need much discussion.

PARAMETER DESCRIPTION
VALUE
MaxHP="175" HIT POINTS Strength of the Object
RepairCost="1" Cost to Repair or Heal the Object
Sight="31" Sight Distance that the Object can effectively see
SightPower="1" Sight Power Factor — used in Sight Calculation as a multiplier for bonus or handicap
Speed="13" Speed or Velocity of the Object — Higher is Faster / Zero = does not move
Passability="1" Objects Passability in relation to the Terrain - Each Terrain Type has a movement
value

Priority="1" Priority of the Object when several objects are moving at the same time. Who yields

to whom.

Camouflage="30"

How visible the Object is to other objects — higher nhumber is more camo

Weight="40000"

Objects Weight — Important on many objects such as artillery, can it be pushed or
must be towed

Price="1"

The Price of the Object, also used in the repair or healing formula

UninstallRotate="0"

Time to uninstall and rotate

UninstallTransport="0"

Time to uninstall from Transport

RotateSpeed="40"

Speed that Object Rotates — higher is faster

TurnRadius="5"

How large is the radius or footprint when static or turning

TowingForce="0"

How much weight can the Object tow — usually only trucks

Crew="5"

The number of crew members on the object

Passangers="13"

The number of passengers that can be loaded in or on the object.

BoundTileRadius="1"

The actual radius of the object in terms of tile space

SmallAABBCoeff="1"

Again refers to the size of the object

TowPoint="-1"

Where the towing point is or if it can tow. Usually a “1” or other number referred to
as the towpoint

EntrancePoint="-1"

Location where passengers load

FatalitySmokePoint="-1"

Location that smoke is displayed when damaged

ShootDustPoint="-1"

Whether it leaves dust when moving or shooting

LeavesTracks="1"

Whether it leaves track on terrain / Yes = “1” — No = “0”

TrackOffset="0.15"

The space between the tracks or tires

TrackWidth="0.15"

The Width of the tracks or tires

TrackStart="0.2"

Where the track begin in relation to the model on the footprint

TrackEnd="0.2"

The back end of the tracks / TrackStart-TrackEnd = length of the footprint

TrackIntensity="0.7"

The intensity/depth of the tracks in relation to the object weight

TrackLifetime="10000"

How long the tracks last on the map

MaxHeight="500"

Aviation Max Height

DivingAngle="20"

Aviation Diving Angle

ClimbAngle="20" Aviation Angle of climb
TiltAngle="30" Aviation Side to Side Tilt Angle when turning, climbing or diving
TiltRatio="2"> Aviation ratio of tilt in relation to speed of objects

Define the <KeyName> which does not serve any purpose in the game; it is more of a comment here.
We also establish the <StatsType>.

<KeyName>M4A3E2(75)Jumbo</KeyName>
<StatsType>Mech</StatsType>
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The following data is the relational data between Damage, HipPoints and Armor. This is defined in the
model and limited on effect.

<DamagedHPs/><Defence0 MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90" Silhouette="1"/><Defence1 MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90"
Silhouette="1"/><Defence2 MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90" Silhouette="1"/><Defence3 MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90"
Silhouette="1"/><Defence4 MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90" Silhouette="1"/><Defence5 MinArmor="40" MaxArmor="90"
Silhouette="1"/>

Define what <TYPE> of Unit this is and the <AlClass> (track, wheeled, etc.)
<Type>arm_heavy</Type>
<AlClass>track</AlClass>

The Command Size and its BitArray define actions that the object will be capable of.
EXAMPLE: ATTACK, RESUPPLY, AMBUSH, DEPLOY ARTILLERY, ENTRENCH, ETC.

<Commands Size="51">
<BitArray>

<item data="47"/>
<item data="67"/>
<item data="0"/>
<item data="0"/>
<item data="128"/>
<item data="32"/>
<item data="4"/>
</BitArray>
</Commands>

The Exposure Size and its BitArray define the actions that can affect the object.
EXAMPLE: LOAD

<Exposures Size="5">
<BitArray>

<item data="16"/>
</BitArray>
</Exposures>

The numbers or values for each <item data> is a Binary number that defines several specific functions

that the object may perform or affected by.

Remember the Binary System? 1 and O arranged in a Bit Array where 1 is on and O is off. The BK Bit

Array is an 8-Bit Binary Code.

Location 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

VALUE 128 64 32 16 8 4 2 1

Each Location defines a specific function. The Value for that Location is added to the Values of the other
Locations that are used. The highest number that can be defined is 255; adding Values for Locations 1-8.

Once you have built your array, it may appear like this example: 01101011 which is Binary Code for the
number 107. 107 is entered in one of the data items; <item data="107">. When the Game Engine looks
at this code, it reverses the code back into Binary and now has the specific functions the object can

perform.
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The Commands and Exposures are best defined by the following chart.

BLITZKRIEG COMMAND SIZE (BIT ARRAY) / EXPOSURES (BIT ARRAY)

[UNIT TYPE = [INFANTRY |
BIT ARRAY VALUES

NOTES X COMMAND SIFE i 02 D3 D4 D5 D& 07 VALUE
¥ |moveTo 1 11 1 1
¥ |ATTACKUNIT 2 - 2
¥ |ATTACK OBJECT 3 4 4 4
¥ |SWARMTO 4 gl = ]
¥ |LoaD 5 B & 10
UNLOAD [ 2 o 20
® |ENTER 7 g4 &4 40
% |LEAVE g 1eg| 128 0 20
¥ |ROTATETO a 0 11 1 100
¥ |stoP 10 0 2l 2 200
¥ |PARADE 1 0 4f 4 400
PLACE MINE 12 0 gl o 200
CLEAR MINE 12 0 B 0 1000
GUARD 14 0 [ o 2000
% |aMBUSH 15 I g4 B4 4000
RANGE AREA 1€ 0 12z of @ 000
ART BOMBARDMENT 17 0 0 11 0 10000
INSTALL 18 0 0 AL 20000
UNIMSTALL 19 0 0 4 0 40000
PARADROP 23 0 0 g4 0 400000
RESUPPLY 24 0 0 1zz) of @ 200000
REPAIR 25 i i i 1 0 000000
BUILD FENCE BEGIN 27 0 0 0 4 @ 4000000
ENTRENCH BEGIM 28 0 0 0 gl o 2000000
USESPYGLASS 10 0 0 0 2| 0 20000000
TAKE ARTILLERY 12 0 0 0 1zg] of o 20000000
DEPLOY ARTILLERY 13 i i i ] 1 0 100000000
PLACE ANTITANK £ 0 0 0 ] 2[ o 200000000
¥ |DISBAND FORMATION 15 0 0 0 ] K 400000000
% |FORM FORMATION 16 0 0 0 ] gl = 00000000
% |FoLLow 40 0 0 0 ] zg| 28] o 2000000000
RERFIRCE RESUPPLY HUMANS " i i i ] ] gl o RON0O00000
¥ |ENTRENCH SELF 46 0 0 0 ] ] a2 =2 200000000000
REPEAR OBIECT 48 i i i ] ] g of o AONNOO0A0000
BUILD BRIDGE 49 0 0 0 ] ] ] 1 1000000000000
RESUPPLY MORALE 50 0 0 0 ] ] ] 2 2000000000000
¥ |STAND GROUND 51 I I I 1] 1] 1] 4 4000000000000
MEICAL HEAL INFANTRY 52 0 0 0 ] ] ] ] 000000000000
FILL RU 55 i i i ] ] ] B4 4000000000000
CAPTURE ARTILLERY 57 0 0 0 ] ] ] ] o 1woooooo000ann

COMMAND SIZE = 51 223 T1 1] 1] 140 3 4
BIT ARRAY VALUES

This is a view of a Binary Code Function / Bit Array Calculator that | created to make it easier to
determine the specific values required in the correct array locations for the object | was creating. When |
wish to define the Commands, | simply place an “X” in the 2™ column from the left, and the calculator
reports what values | need to place into each of the <item data=" “> locations. This is much easier than
trying to experiment. | might mention, not all functions are possible for all objects and some combinations
cause strange things to happen to the object. Example: A tank cannot tow artillery and still be defined as
a tank; it becomes a truck that looks like a tank.

-40 -




You might notice that not all binary codes are used within each D# section. D3 is the 3" <item data=" “>
location in the Command Array. D1 and D2 do use all of the binary codes, while D3 through D8 do not.
Why is this? | can tell you through my own research that these codes were set aside for a specific use,
but for some reason, not used or at least not documented. | have explored this issue over the years and
have concluded that some undocumented codes do in fact serve a purpose, but not anything that | want
to disclose at this time. Perhaps when | complete my research, | can announce some useful Commands
that were not documented by the original authors. All of these codes are deeply embedded within the
game source code and cannot be changed or manipulated, so trying to define the unknown has been
very time consuming and challenging.

Look at the SIZE Column. This number represents the Objects basic Command Function.

Examples:

Infantry = 51 or Stand Ground
Transport = 44 or Resupply Humans
Engineer = 49 or Build Bridge
Medical = 52 or Heal Infantry

The <item data=" “> values simply define the other functions that are possible for that object.

The Value Column is the number which is expressed inside of the Resource Editor if that program is used
to define the Commands. This number is re-defined into hex code, or what we refer to as machine code
or machine language. So this one simple section of the 1.xml has a mixed bag of information, expressed
as numbers in three forms of mathmatics, everyday numbers that we use, binary code and hexidecimal
code.

This section of the 1.xml is where most modelors have problems with their objects because there is not a
handbook or college level textbook that teaches you the way to solve this issue. Now you have some of
the answers at your fingertips.

When you build the Objects Bit Array, you have a value for each of the <item data=" “> locations. |If
there is no value for a location, then the number is 0 (zero). If the last location or locations are zero, they
are not defined within the Command Array. Using </BitArray> followed by </Commands> tells the game
engine that all of the data for that object has been defined.

I had defined an Infantry Unit in the Calculator so the Command Section will look like this:

<Commands Size="51">
<BitArray>

<item data="223"/>
<item data="71"/>
<item data="0"/>
<item data="0"/>
<item data="140"/>
<item data="32"/>
<item data="4"/>
</BitArray>
</Commands>
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The <AnimDescs> defines any animations that the object may perfrom; example death scene. You
cannot change this and should not attempt to do so since it will only cause the game to crash when that
object meets its death. This data is defined by the 3d Object Software when the Object was created.

<AnimDescs><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><ite
m><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item
><jtem><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></i
tem><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/
><[item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item><item><d
ata/></item><item><data/></item><item><data/></item></AnimDescs><AABB_As/><AABB_Ds/>

The <AcksRefs> defines the SOUND File(s) that the Object will use and can be changed if needed.
Example: If you give the Germans a Sherman Tank, you might want to change the Sound File so that the
Tank Crew speaks German instead of English.

<AcksRefs><item>sounds\ack\allies\tank3-multipurpose</item></AcksRefs><AcksRef></AcksRef>

Now we are getting to the fun part. The Platforms define how many platforms exist in the object and the
number of gun positions that each platform may have. You must be very careful trying to change these
values. The platforms are defined by the 3D Model Software when the Object was created. The Gun
locations are also defined in the 3D Software. These locations are appropriately referred to as locators.

You can however change the HorizontalRotationSpeed and the Constraint data, but you must be careful
to not provide a number which is out-of-bounds for the Object. The out-of-bounds threshold is different
for every model or object, so you can’t really compare several and then just throw one in.

<Platforms>
<item VerticalRotateSpeed="1" HorizontalRotationSpeed="1" ModelPart="1" GunCarriageParts="-1" FirstGun="0"
NumGuns="1"><Constraint Min="0" Max="0"/><ConstraintVertical Min="0" Max="0"/></item>

<item VerticalRotateSpeed="1" HorizontalRotationSpeed="6.4" ModelPart="2" GunCarriageParts="-1" FirstGun="1"
NumGuns="2"><Constraint Min="-6.28319" Max="6.28319"/><ConstraintVertical Min="0" Max="0"/></item>
</Platforms>

And now we are the GUNS. Here we can change the ‘Ammo’ carried and the ‘Weapon’ defined. We
cannot change the ‘Shootpoint’ or ‘Direction’. We can change the ‘ReloadCost’, ‘Recoil’ and the
‘RecoilLength’. You cannot change the ‘ModelPart’. Guns 1 and 2 are the 7_62mm_browning_m1919a4
machine gun. We can select different machine guns from the weapons folder. The Main Gun is the
76mm_mlal. We can change this to another gun, but make certain that it makes sense. You would not
replace this 76mm with a 105mm since the barrel length of the 105mm is much shorter. But you could
change the 76mm to a 17pdr, which is also a 76mm. The 17pdr was the Main Gun used in the British
Firefly Sherman.

<Guns>

<item Priority="1" Ammo="3000" Direction="65535" ReloadCost="1" ShootPoint="4" Recoil="0" RecoilLength="0"
RecoilTime="50" ModelPart="1" RecoilShakeTime="500"
RecoilShakeAngle="0"><Weapon>7_62mm_browning_m1919a4</Weapon></item>

<item Priority="1" Ammo="3000" Direction="65535" ReloadCost="1" ShootPoint="8" Recoil="0" RecoilLength="12.5664"
RecoilTime="50" ModelPart="2" RecoilShakeTime="500"
RecoilShakeAngle="0"><Weapon>7_62mm_browning_m1919a4</Weapon></item>

<item Priority="0" Ammo="97" Direction="65535" ReloadCost="1" ShootPoint="9" Recoil="1" RecoilLength="15.8914"

RecoilTime="50" ModelPart="3" RecoilShakeTime="500" RecoilShakeAngle="0"><Weapon>76mm_m1a1</Weapon></item>
</Guns>
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Here are the objects Armor values. Notice you have the Minimum and Maximum Values represented in
thickness. You can change these, but | suggest that you keep this pretty reasonable. It is quite possible
to build a super-tank that can repulse almost any heavy gun and impervious to attack. But what is the
point of an easy Kkiller with easy victories? Using real life data is very useful here.

<ArmorLeft Min="50" Max="150"/>
<ArmorRight Min="50" Max="150"/>
<ArmorTop Min="22" Max="30"/>
<ArmorBottom Min="18" Max="27"/>
<ArmorFront Min="150" Max="200"/>
<ArmorBack Min="50" Max="150"/>

Past this, there is very little that can be changed.

Software when the Model (object) was created.

<AABBCenter x="0.0905523" y="1.33224"/>
<AABBHalfSize x="24.2538" y="51.9237"/>

<ExhaustPoints>
<item data="6"/>
<item data="7"/>
</ExhaustPoints>

<DamagePoints><item data="5"/></DamagePoints>
<PeoplePoints/>

<TowPoint2D x="0" y="0"/>
<HookPoint x="0" y="0"/>
<FrontWheel x="0" y="0"/>
<BackWheel x="0" y="0"/>
<EntrancePoint2D x="0" y="0"/>
<PeoplePoints2D/>
<AmmoPoint2D x="0" y="0"/>

<Gunners>
<item><data/></item>
<item><data/></item>
<item><data/></item>
</Gunners>

<EffectDiesel>smokedisel1</EffectDiesel>
<EffectSmoke>smokeflame1</EffectSmoke>
<EffectWheelDust>dustmove1</EffectWheelDust>
<EffectShootDust></EffectShootDust>
<EffectFatality>expfatality 1</EffectFatality>
<EffectEntrenching></EffectEntrenching>
<EffectDisappear>brakedown2</EffectDisappear>

Most of this data is specific and defined in the 3D

JoggingX Period1="1" Period2="0.3" Amp1="1" Amp2="0.6" Phase1="0" Phase2="2.1"/><JoggingY Period1="0.7" Period2="0.2"
Amp1="0.6" Amp2="0.4" Phase1="1.9" Phase2="0"/><JoggingZ Period1="1" Period2="0.3" Amp1="1" Amp2="0.6" Phase1="0"

Phase2="2.1"/>
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You can change the Sound Files and the Death Craters.

<SoundMoveStart>Tank11_custom_start</SoundMoveStart>
<SoundMove>Tank11_custom_cycle</SoundMove>
<SoundMoveStop>Tank11_custom_stop</SoundMoveStop>

<DeathCraters>
<item>objects\terraobjects\death_hole\verybig\01\1</item>
<item>objects\terraobjects\death_hole\verybig\02\1</item>
<item>objects\terraobjects\death_hole\verybig\03\1</item>
</DeathCraters>

This is the End of this 1.xml. The Game Engine reads the </RPG> followed by </base> and moves to
the next object file. All of the specific data which defines this object now resides within the Game Data-
Base.

</RPG>

</base>

| suggest that you study several 1.xml files from various objects as you begin to create or modify the
1.xml file for a specific purpose. You don’t want to define something that was impossible or improbable.
If you plan on releasing some projects into the Public, it won’t be accepted very well if the object isn’t
based upon known and applied physics and mathmatics.

Remember the Sherman Tanks created in Part 2? | created the M4A2(75) which was based on the
M4A3(75). Now that | have all of the basic knowledge at my fingertips, | can truly create a new tank. |
can create a new skin specific to that tank. | can now create a new 1.xml file which defines the
parameters of the new tank. Then | can create a new tank folder which holds all of the tanks files. If |
place this tank folder into my Game Data folder | can use the new tank in the game once | index the new
Tank in the objects.xml. And since | know where everything must go, | have observed the correct file
structure. And finally, | can share my new tank with anyone else because | can create a new Tank.pak
file that can be sent to anyone.

So where most books and manuals have a conclusion, this one is quite different. There is no ending.
Rather this is the beginning for you. Now it is your turn to write new chapters, create new objects, and
become the teacher for others.

| was greatly inspired to write this BK “HOW TO” Tutorial by the vast number of new BK Gamers who
wished to learn the games secrets. Here | have tried to expose those secrets, and what we have found is
nothing more than a buildable open source file program that is quite managable and changeable. There
are truly very few secrets to Blitzkrieg. Many before me and many after me have or will discover
additonal information and possibilities. We are only limited by our imagination.

If you find errors contained within the text or you wish to see something addressed in more detail, feel
free to contact me. And | would sure appreciate hearing from you on whether this helped you.

Thank you for taking the time to read this Document. | truly hope that it has taught you something and
you will find the information useful. It has been my pleasure to present it to you and | wish you the best of
luck in your quest to build a better Blitkrieg.

Major Pain
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